
Biosolids Assurance Scheme

The BAS brings together all aspects of biosolids 
production and recycling.  The scheme increases the 
security of the agricultural landbank by demonstrating 
that biosolids are always of the required quality and 
used responsibly.  Aqua Enviro can assist with all 
elements of BAS compliance, including:

•	HACCP	planning
•	Selection	of	pathogen	management	options
•	Source	material	risk	assessments
•	Pre-audit	checks	to	assist	with	initial	 
 and ongoing accreditation
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Maximising value to farmers and growers

With	increasing	confidence	in	the	quality	and	benefits	
of	biosolids,	there	are	opportunities	for	all	Water	
Companies	to	increase	their	revenues	–	whether	by	
starting to charge, varying charges or offering additional 
services.		However,	it	is	vital	to	ensure	that	any	change	
in	approach	is	managed	–	to	retain	existing	customers	
and recruit new ones.  Aqua Enviro are ideally placed to:
 
•	Advise	on	different	supply/service	models
•	Develop	marketing	strategies	for	biosolids
•	Devise	and	implement	a	‘value-added’	service	 
 to farmers 
•	 Investigate	and	recommend	approaches	to	 
	 overcome	any	local	constraints	to	biosolids’	use

New products, markets and  
regulatory support

Many	Water	Companies	are	looking	at	ways	to	reduce	
risk by developing alternative markets for biosolids.  
These include land restoration, soil manufacture, and 
fertiliser	manufacture	–	amongst	others.		Aqua	Enviro	
can:
 
•	Provide	advice	and	regulatory	assistance	for	the	 
 use of biosolids in land restoration
•	 Identify	high-value	uses	for	biosolids,	assist	with	 
 business case development, regulatory requirements,  
 product formulation and marketing strategies
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Understanding and optimising dewaterability
 
Efficient	dewatering	is	key	to	subsequent	management	
of	biosolids.		Whilst	the	interaction	between	different	
physical and chemical techniques is well documented, 
this	general	knowledge	doesn’t	give	an	indication	of	
how	dewaterable	any	specific	sludge	might	be	–	or	how	
well any individual dewatering process is operating.  
Using	Aqua	Enviro’s	bespoke	Dewatering	Optimisation	
Tester	(DOT)	we	can:
 
•	Assess	the	ultimate	dewaterability	of	a	sludge
•	Compare	potential	and	actual	 
 dewatering performance
•	Robustly	determine	the	potential	success	 
 of new dewatering approaches

Understanding and improving stackability

The stackability of biosolids is vital when storing it for any 
length	of	time,	either	on	site	or	in	field.		Slumped	and	
spreading	field	heaps	can	damage	growing	crops,	result	
in	fines	for	the	farmer	or	even	fines	from	the	Environment	
Agency.		Using	our	own	pioneering	method,	Aqua	Enviro	
can:
 
•	Quantify	the	stackability	of	biosolids	and	other	sludges
•	Compare	stackability	with	benchmark	materials
•	Recommend	and	monitor	the	impact	of	process	 
 changes on the stackability of biosolids  
 (in conjunction with our dewaterability testing)

Training

Aqua Enviro offer a range of training courses that  
can be tailored and delivered directly to relevant staff.  
These	are	often	bespoke	to	individual	company’s	 
needs, but topics include:
 
•	Marketing	of	organic	materials	into	agricultural	 
	 and	non-agricultural	markets
•	 Introductions	to	the	farming	sector,	covering	relevant	 
	 regulations	and	guidance	–	as	well	as	highlighting	 
 approaching changes that could impact on  
	 biosolids’	use
•	Use	of	lime	in	sludge	sanitisation
•	 Improvements	in	sludge	quality

Ad-hoc expert advice

Aqua	Enviro	has	worked	with	Water	Companies	and	
biosolids for more than a decade, meaning that we are 
well placed to provide strategic consultancy and advice 
in	this	sector.		Combined	with	our	in-house	laboratory	
services, we can assist with:
 
•	Novel	process	development	/	demonstration	/	piloting
•	Expert	witness
•	 Independent	technical	due	diligence

Matt	has	been	working	with	Water	Companies	for	over	ten	years.	During	this	time	he	provided	
technical	advice	during	the	development	of	the	BAS	scheme,	helped	develop	the	Biosolids	Nutrient	
Management	Matrix,	participated	and	led	numerous	UKWIR	and	Water	Industry	research	projects	
and	provided	technical	assistance	to	numerous	Water	Companies	on	various	aspects	of	biosolids	
recycling	(including	HACCP,	biosolids	marketing,	regulatory	compliance	etc.).		Matt	also	provides	
permitting	support	for	the	use	of	biosolids	in	land	restoration.		He	is	an	experienced	FACTS	qualitied	
advisor	and	an	experienced	public	speaker/trainer.

For more information on these services please contact:

Matt Taylor MattTaylor@aquaenviro.co.uk  |  07833 463711

Aqua	Enviro,	8	Appleton	Court,	Calder	Park,	Wakefield,	WF2	7AR,	UK

+44	(0)1924	242255	|	www.aquaenviro.co.uk


